Stateside salmonella {#cesec10}
====================

An outbreak of seven strains of *Salmonella enterica* serotype Heidelberg has infected 317 people in the USA and Puerto Rico. 73% of known cases arose in California. The US Centers for Disease Control and Prevention has warned that a brand of poultry products might be the cause. 42% of people affected have been admitted to hospital.

Swat Valley dengue {#cesec20}
==================

22 people have died in a [dengue fever outbreak](http://www.irinnews.org/report/98900/pakistan-s-swat-valley-hit-by-dengue){#interrefs10} in Swat Valley, Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa Province, Pakistan. According to doctors in Mingora, at least 1000 people each day are seeking treatment, but some estimate that up to 90% of those affected fail to seek treatment. Local rainwater collection harbouring dengue-bearing mosquitoes is thought to be the source of the outbreak.

Irish maternal sepsis {#cesec30}
=====================

An enquiry into the death of Savita Halappanavar, who died from infection after staff at University Hospital Galway, Ireland, refused to terminate her miscarrying pregnancy in October, 2012, has recorded that she was not given basic elements of care. Wide variation in clinical care between Irish maternity units was also reported.

Emergency preparedness {#cesec40}
======================

Most disabled people are ill-prepared for disasters, and disaster management plans rarely address their needs. That is the conclusion of a [UN survey](http://www.unisdr.org/archive/35032){#interrefs20}, which reports that only 20% of disabled people could easily evacuate immediately, yet fewer than a third of disabled people have someone who can always help in an emergency.
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Hajj health protection {#cesec50}
======================

As millions of Muslim pilgrims from all over the world gather in Saudi Arabia for the 5 day Hajj, the Saudi [health authorities](http://www.moh.gov.sa/en/Hajj/Pages/default.aspx){#interrefs30} are continuing efforts to protect their health. Challenges this year include the emerging Middle East respiratory syndrome coronavirus (MERS-CoV), in the absence of any confirmed information about its source or mode of transmission.
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Free movement {#cesec60}
=============

The European Parliament has introduced a draft law to make it easier for professionals including doctors, nurses, midwives, and pharmacists to work across EU countries. [Professional qualification for work cards](http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/news-room/content/20131008IPR21711/html/MEPs-pave-the-way-for-greater-professional-mobility-in-the-EU){#interrefs40} will be accompanied by an alert system to prevent individuals with relevant criminal convictions from working in a new country.

Chinese vaccine first {#cesec70}
=====================

WHO has added a Chinese-produced vaccine for Japanese encephalitis to its prequalified medicines list. The vaccine can be given in one dose, is suitable for infants, and is cheaper than other vaccines for the disorder. It is the first vaccine made in China to be approved by WHO after meeting quality and safety standards, and, as such, is now accessible to UN procuring agencies.

Mitochondrial disease {#cesec80}
=====================

An advisory committee of the US Food and Drug Administration will meet on Oct 22--23, to discuss oocyte modification to prevent transmission of mitochondrial diseases and treat infertility. The session\'s timing could indicate new breakthroughs in techniques to prevent transmission of inherited mitochondrial disorders.

Make lead dead {#cesec90}
==============

The International Week of Action on Prevention of Lead Poisoning, on Oct 20--26, will aim to raise awareness, highlight efforts to prevent poisoning, and urge further action to eliminate lead paint. Lead poisoning, mostly from lead paint in homes and public buildings, accounts for 600 000 cases of intellectual disability in children every year, commonly in developing countries.

Sweden backs stoves {#cesec100}
===================

The Swedish Government has bought 500 000 carbon offset units that will supply 35 000 cook stoves to Ghanaian households. The stoves can reduce the health effects of traditional cooking methods. Sweden\'s Energy Agency has bought 19 million carbon credits from the UN since 2002, and plans to buy 21 million more before 2020.

Canada\'s specialists {#cesec110}
=====================

16% of newly graduated medical specialists in Canada cannot find work, reports a Royal College of Physicians and Surgeons of Canada [study](http://www.royalcollege.ca/common/documents/policy/employment_report_2013_e.pdf){#interrefs50}. A further 31·2% delayed job hunting to undertake more training to improve their employability. Increased competition, reduced resources, delayed retirement, and absence of career counselling are deemed to be major drivers of the problem.

Child labour {#cesec120}
============

Global child labour [targets](http://www.trust.org/item/20131009102946-p4t5j){#interrefs60} set by the International Labour Organization will not be met by 2016, because progress by both rich and poor countries has been too slow. Nearly half of the world\'s 168 million child workers are exploited for sex work, pornography, bonded labour, or the drug trade, and 68 million work in hazardous conditions.

For ***The Lancet* News podcast** see <http://www.thelancet.com/lancet-news-audio/>For the **FDA mitochondrial disease meeting** see <http://www.fda.gov/AdvisoryCommittees/Calendar/ucm361972.htm>
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